At about the time of Dr. Benes's election to the Presidency Henlein
began to change his tactics. He now abandoned his democratic
protestations and instead stressed the ties with the German " mother-
land." This was synchronised with a violent German press and
wireless campaign against Czechoslovakia, the ' * home of Bolshevism,''
where the German minority was exposed to ' * brutal ill-treatment.' *

,In 1936 Hitler repudiated the Locarno Pact and, unopposed,
occupied^the Rhineland. This meant the end of Henlein's "loyalty."
His stormtroopers marched through the streets with all the para-
phernalia of military pomp so beloved by the Germans. A campaign
of active terrorism agains the small minority courageous enough to
oppose him began. There were the usual mass meetings with brass
bands and flags and with streamers carrying the well-known slogans
of the Nazi Party. In a sensational speech at Cheb (Eger), Henlein
for the first time voiced his demand for a re-orientation of Czecho-
slovak foreign* policy, meaning subordination to Hitler. It was in
this speech that Henlein uttered the slogan: "I prefer to be hated
with Germany rather than to profit from the hatred against Germany.''
At the same time Henlein's stormtroopers did their best to stir up
incidents in order to create such hatred.

In the face of these happenings Dr. Benes continued to carry out
Masaryk's political testament who, on his resignation, had said that
it was his successor's duty to secure "justice for all citizens, whatever
nationality they may belong to." Pressure generates counter-pressure ;
yet in the face of countless German provocations Czech officials
carried out an administrative policy which was characterised by
patience and astonishing tranquillity.

That Dr. Benes was conscious of the gravity of the situation is
evidenced by his speech of April 16, 1938, in whicri he said :

"Will this process and development terminate in a vast new
European or world war ? All Europe is asking that question to-day.
I am not blind to the seriousness of the situation, I do not want to
calm you vainly and shortsightedly nor do I desire to diffuse official
optimism. Every responsible statesman and politican to-day cannot
but realise the gravity of the situation, and guide and prepare his
State accordingly. We%are *doing all this. We try to do our duty to
the full. And we are indeed prepared for whatever may come. But
we are at the same time doing everything which might possibly
contribute to the preservation of peace, in loyalty and deep devotion
to our principles. We try not to contribute in any way to the inter-
national tension between the Powers. We seek sincerely and warmly
desire genuine and permanent agreement with all our neighbours.
On our side there is BO objections or obstacles to such agreements.
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